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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . The application filed November 13, 2003 is presented for examination and 
claims 1-27 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomis the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1,3-5, 13, 11, 15. 17, 23, 25, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over US Patent # 6,295,065 ("Tettington"). 

Regarding claim 1 , Tettington teaches a method for enabling selective viewing of 
designated information in one or more predetermined viewing areas within a display 
screen of a display device (a method for displaying a stereoscopic image on a computer 
monitor includes the use of a composite stereoscopic image where one of the left or 
right eye images is displayed on every odd-numbered horizontal scan line while the 
other image is displayed on every even-numbered horizontal scan line (abstract lines 1- 
6)), said method comprising: 

effecting an obscuration of said designated information at a predetermined 
frequency such that said designated information appears obscured on said display 
screen (the right and left eye images are rapidly alternated on the display device while 
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liquid crystal display or LCD glasses, synchronized to the alternating pattern, restrict the 
viewers eyes to only seeing the corresponding right or left image as it is presented on 
the display device (column 1 , lines 31-36)); and 

viewing said display screen using a viewing device (Stereoscopic or three- 
dimensional vision may be produced on a two-dimensional medium by creating a pair of 
stereoscopic images; a left eye image and a right eye image. If a viewer sees only the 
left eye Image with the left eye and the right eye image with the right eye, the viewer 
perceives a three-dimensional image from the two stereoscopic images (column 1, lines 
15-21 )), said viewing device being selectively operable for blocking a view of said 
predetermined viewing areas during said obscuration, said blocking being effected at 
said predetermined frequency whereby said designated infomiation as viewed through 
said viewing device appears un-obscured to a user looking through said viewing device 
(the first and second image states are alternately displayed with every vertical refresh 
cycle. LCD glasses which alternately block the left eye or the right eye are synchronized 
to the alternation of the first and second image states, such that the left eye sees only 
the left eye image and the right eye sees only the right eye image, resulting in the user 
perceiving a stereoscopic image (abstract lines 13-17)). The prior art does not explicitly 
teaches blocking being effected at said predetermined frequency whereby said 
designated information as viewed through said viewing device appears un-obscured to 
a user looking through said viewing device. However, the prior art teaches (the first and 
second image states are alternately displayed with every vertical refresh cycle. LCD 
glasses which altemately block the left eye or the right eye are synchronized to the 
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alternation of the first and second image states, such that the left eye sees only the left 
eye image and the right eye sees only the right eye image, resulting in the user 
perceiving a stereoscopic image (abstract lines 13-17)). Thus, it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to at the time the invention was made 
modify (the first and second image states are alternately displayed with every vertical 
refresh cycle. LCD glasses which alternately block the left eye or the right eye are 
synchronized to the alternation of the first and second image states, such that the left 
eye sees only the left eye image and the right eye sees only the right eye image, 
resulting in the user perceiving a stereoscopic image (abstract lines 13-17)) to achieve 
blocking being effected at said predetermined frequency whereby said designated 
information as viewed through said viewing device appears un-obscured to a user 
looking through said viewing device because this would providing an apparatus which 
cancels the second image during a first vertical refresh cycle and which cancels the first 
image during a second vertical refresh cycle. 

Regarding claims 3 and 17, Tettington teaches obscuration is accomplished by 
obscuring said predetermined viewing areas (the odd-numbered horizontal scan lines 
are cancelled so that only the image displayed by the even-numbered lines visible 
(abstract)). 

Regarding claim 4. Tettington teaches said predetermined viewing area 
comprises one or more fields (the odd-numbered horizontal scan lines are cancelled so 
that only the image displayed by the even-numbered lines visible (abstract)) where the 
odd and even-numbered represent one or more fields. 
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Regarding claim 5, Tettington teaches said predetermined viewing area 
comprises said display screen in its entirety (providing a computer system which causes 
a display screen to display an image comprising a plurality of horizontal display lines, 
wherein a set of horizontal display lines is completed in a vertical refresh cycle (column 
2, lines 58-61). 

Regarding claims 11 and 23, Tettington teaches said viewing device is coupled 
to said display device for synchronizing said blocking with said obscuration (providing a 
computer system which causes a display screen to display an image comprising a 
plurality of horizontal display lines, wherein a set of horizontal display lines is completed 
in a vertical refresh cycle (column 2, lines 58-61) . 

Regarding claims 13 and 25, Tettington teaches said viewing device is coupled to 
said display device through a hard wire coupling (The apparatus connects between a 
video card and a video display and operates by causing the display to rapidly alternate 
left eye and right eye stereoscopic images with every vertical refresh cycle (column 1 , 
line 65 to column 2, line 1). 

Regarding claim 15, Tettington teaches a storage medium including machine 
readable coded indicia, said storage medium being selectively coupled to a reading 
device, said reading device being selectively coupled to processing circuitry within a 
computer system, said reading device being selectively operable to read said machine 
readable coded indicia and provide program signals representative thereof, said 
program signals being selectively operable for enabling selective viewing of designated 
information in one or more predetemiined viewing areas within a display screen of a 
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display device (providing a computer system which causes a display screen to display 
an image comprising a plurality of horizontal display lines, wherein a set of horizontal 
display lines is completed in a vertical refresh cycle (column 2, lines 58-61) by: 

effecting an obscuration of said designated information at a predetermined 
frequency such that said designated infomiation appears obscured on said display 
screen (the right and left eye images are rapidly alternated on the display device while 
liquid crystal display or LCD glasses, synchronized to the altemating pattern, restrict the 
viewers eyes to only seeing the corresponding right or left image as it is presented on 
the display device (column 1, lines 31-36)); and 

providing blocking signals for application to a viewing device (Stereoscopic or 
three-dimensional vision may be produced on a two-dimensional medium by creating a 
pair of stereoscopic images; a left eye image and a right eye image. If a viewer sees 
only the left eye image with the left eye and the right eye image with the right eye, the 
viewer perceives a three-dimensional image from the two stereoscopic images (column 
1, lines 15-21)), said viewing device being selectively operable for blocking a view of 
said predetermined viewing areas during said obscuration, said blocking being effected 
at said predetermined frequency whereby said designated infomiation as viewed 
through said viewing device appears un-obscured to a user looking through said 
viewing device (the first and second image states are alternately displayed with every 
vertical refresh cycle. LCD glasses which alternately block the left eye or the right eye 
are synchronized to the alternation of the first and second image states, such that the 
left eye sees only the left eye image and the right eye sees only the right eye image. 
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resulting in tlie user perceiving a stereoscopic image (abstract lines 13-17)). The prior 
art does not explicitly teaches blocking being effected at said predetemnined frequency 
whereby said designated infomriation as viewed through said viewing device appears 
unobscured to a user looking through said viewing device. However, the prior art 
teaches (the first and second image states are alternately displayed with every vertical 
refresh cycle. LCD glasses which alternately block the left eye or the right eye are 
synchronized to the alternation of the first and second image states, such that the left 
eye sees only the left eye image and the right eye sees only the right eye image, 
resulting in the user perceiving a stereoscopic image (abstract lines 13-17)). Thus, it 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to at the time the 
invention was made modify (the first and second image states are alternately displayed 
with every vertical refresh cycle. LCD glasses which alternately block the left eye or the 
right eye are synchronized to the alternation of the first and second image states, such 
that the left eye sees only the left eye image and the right eye sees only the right eye 
image, resulting in the user perceiving a stereoscopic image (abstract lines 13-17)) to 
achieve blocking being effected at said predetermined frequency whereby said 
designated information as viewed through said viewing device appears un-obscured to 
a user looking through said viewing device because this would providing an apparatus 
which cancels the second image during a first vertical refresh cycle and which cancels 
the first image during a second vertical refresh cycle. 

Regarding claim 27, Tettington teaches a system for enabling selective viewing 
of designated infonnation in one or more predetermined display areas within a display 
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screen of a display device (providing a computer system which causes a display screen 
to display an image comprising a plurality of horizontal display lines, wherein a set of 
horizontal display lines is completed in a vertical refresh cycle (column 2, lines 58-61)), 
said system comprising: 

a computer system (column 2, line 58), which inherently includes a system bus; 

a computer system (column 2, line 58), which inherently includes a CPU device 
connected to said system bus; a computer system (column 2, line 58), which inherently 
includes memory means connected to said system bus; 

(providing a computer system which causes a display screen to display an image 
comprising a plurality of horizontal display lines, wherein a set of horizontal display lines 
is completed in a vertical refresh cycle (column 2, lines 58-61)) a display device 
connected to said system bus; and 

a viewing device coupled to said system bus, said system being selectively 
operable for effecting an obscuration of said designated information at a predetermined 
frequency such that said designated information appears obscured on said display 
screen (the right and left eye images are rapidly alternated on the display device while 
liquid crystal display or LCD glasses, synchronized to the alternating pattern, restrict the 
viewers eyes to only seeing the con-esponding right or left image as it is presented on 
the display device (column 1, lines 31-36)), 

said system being further operable for providing blocking signals for application 
to said viewing device, said viewing device being selectively operable for blocking a 
view through said viewing device of said predetermined viewable areas during said 
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obscuration, said blocking being effected at said predetermined frequency whereby said 
designated information as viewed through said viewing device appears un-obscured to 
a user looking through said viewing device (the first and second image states are 
alternately displayed with every vertical refresh cycle. LCD glasses which alternately 
block the left eye or the right eye are synchronized to the alternation of the first and 
second image states, such that the left eye sees only the left eye image and the right 
eye sees only the right eye image, resulting in the user perceiving a stereoscopic image 
(abstract lines 13-17)). The prior art does not explicitly teaches blocking being effected 
at said predetermined frequency whereby said designated infomiation as viewed 
through said viewing device appears un-obscured to a user looking through said 
viewing device. However, the prior art teaches (the first and second image states are 
alternately displayed with every vertical refresh cycle. LCD glasses which alternately 
block the left eye or the right eye are synchronized to the alternation of the first and 
second image states, such that the left eye sees only the left eye image and the right 
eye sees only the right eye image, resulting in the user perceiving a stereoscopic image 
(abstract lines 13-17)). Thus, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to at the time the invention was made modify (the first and second image states 
are alternately displayed with every vertical refresh cycle. LCD glasses which alternately 
block the left eye or the right eye are synchronized to the alternation of the first and 
second image states, such that the left eye sees only the left eye image and the right 
eye sees only the right eye image, resulting in the user perceiving a stereoscopic image 
(abstract lines 13-17)) to achieve blocking being effected at said predetermined 
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frequency whereby said designated information as viewed through said viewing device 
appears un-obscured to a user loolcing through said viewing device because this would 
providing an apparatus which cancels the second image during a first vertical refresh 
cycle and which cancels the first image during a second vertical refresh cycle. 
3. Claims 2, 7-1 0. 1 6, and 1 9-22 are rejected under 35 USC 1 03 (a) as being 
unpatentable over US Patent # 6,295,065 ("Tettington") in view of US Patent # 
6,115,177 ("Vossler"). 

Regarding claims 2 and 16, Tettington fails to teach said obscuration is 
accomplished by obscuring only said designated infomiation. 

However, Vossler teaches a blurring effect and often reveals information the 
competing gamer intended on keeping clandestine (column 7, lines 26 and 27). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to utilize a blurring effect as taught by Vossler in the 
method of displaying disclosed by Tettington because this would provide an image 
viewing system including an image viewing apparatus for correcting image distortion of 
a displayed image caused by a mismatching of the polarization of the displayed image 
and the polarization of the image viewing apparatus (column 2, lines 44-48). 

Regarding claims 7 and 19, Tettington teaches said blocking means ( LCD 
glasses which alternately block the left eye or the right eye are synchronized to the 
altemation of the first and second image states, such that the left eye sees only the left 
eye image and the right eye sees only the right eye image, resulting in the user 
perceiving a stereoscopic image (abstract)) being operable to accomplish said blocking. 
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The prior art teaches all the claimed limitations with the exception of providing said 
viewing device comprises a lens device. 

However, Vossler teaches a lens frame comprised of two apertures for holding a 
set of lenses (column 3, lines 66 and 67). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to utilize a blurring effect as taught by Vossler in the 
method of displaying disclosed by Tettington because this would provide an image 
viewing system including an image viewing apparatus for correcting image distortion of 
a displayed image caused by a mismatching of the polarization of the displayed image 
and the polarization of the image viewing apparatus (column 2, lines 44-48). 
Regarding claims 8 and 20, Vossler teaches said lens device comprises a liquid crystal 
device (the apertures of the lens frame are to house the two LCD polarizing filters 16 
therein (column 4, lines 3 and 4)). 

Regarding claims 9 and 21 , Vossler teaches said lens device comprises a single 
lens element (left lens polarized as PI (column 1, line 44)). 

Regarding claim 10 and 22, Vossler teaches said lens device comprises two lens 
elements (the left lens polarized as PI and the right lens polarized as P2 (column 1, 
lines 44 and 45)). 

4. Claims 12 and 24 are rejected under 35 USC 103 (a) as being unpatentable over 
US Patent # 6,295,065 ("Tettington") in view of US Patent # 6,456,432 ("Lazzaro et al."). 
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Regarding claims 12 and 24, Tettington fails to teach said viewing device is 
coupled to said display device through a wireless coupling. 

However, Lazzaro et al. teach where during a first 2-D image displav period the 
stereoscopic viewing glasses receive infrared (pulse-train encoded) shutter-state control 
signals from the shutter-state control signal transmitter so as to drive both left and right 
eye viewing shutters into an optically opaque state, and then during a second 2-D 
image displav period the stereoscopic viewing glasses receive infrared ("pseudo" pulse- 
train encoded) shutter-state control signals from the shutter-state control signal 
transmitter so as to drive both left and right eye viewing shutters into an optically 
transparent state (column 8, lines 49-58). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to utilize the infrared as taught by Lazzaro in the method disclosed 
by Tettington because this would provide a stereoscopic 3-D image viewing system for 
stereoscopically viewing 3-D images displayed on either a CRT computer or video 
display device (column 4, lines 20-23). 

Allowable Subject Matter 
5. Claim 6, 14, 18, and 26 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Dependent claims 6 and 18 identify a uniquely distinct feature "said obscuration 
comprises an overiaying of predetemiined decoy infonnation in said predetermined 
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viewing areas". 

Dependent claims 14 and 26 identify a uniquely distinct feature "an authentication 
process before enabling said blocking, said authentication process comprising receiving 
input from a user to insure that said user is authorized to use said viewing device". 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jean Lesperance whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7692. The examiner can normally be reached on from Monday to Friday between 
10:OOAM and 6:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Hjerpe, can be reached on (571) 272-7691. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 

(571 ) 273-8300 (for Technology Center 2600 only) 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park 11, 2121 Crystal drive, 
Arlington, VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office 
whose telephone number is (703) 306-0377. 
Jean Lesperance 
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